LA FOLIE UNLVERSELLE ET LA SCLENCE MEN TALE. IOI 


“ A. I say that was part of the treatment, and sometimes it was 
resorted to as a punishment for the refractory. 

“ Q. How is this treatment regarded in other institutions ? 

“ A. That question has been discussed between medical super¬ 
intendents publicly and privately. I cannot give any reference to 
any publications at this time, but it has been frequently discussed 
at the meetings of the superintendents. 

“Q. Have you attended these meetings? 

“ Yes ; I have attended them ever since I have been in charge 
of the institution, and I have yet to meet the first man who dis¬ 
agreed with me in my ideas on that subject. I learn from attend¬ 
ants here who have worked in other institutions that it is the 
practice, but you can learn that from themselves.” 

With these citations the subject can be left to the judgment of 
the reader, but the writer hopes that such a condition of things 
as has been shown to exist in the Central Kentucky Lunatic 
Asylum may not be paralleled in any other institution. 

J. G. Kiernan. 

La Folie Universelle et la Science Mentale. Par Ivan 

Golovine. Paris: H. Lesoudier, 1881. 

There remains among a certain class of the insane seemingly 
otherwise recovered, an irritability which amounts almost to a 
logical perversion. To the class of individuals so afflicted belongs, 
to all appearance, the author of these pamphlets, and on careful pe¬ 
rusal of them a pretty accurate diagnosis of the author's mental con¬ 
dition might be made. One of these pamphlets is headed “ Patho- 
logise Psychique.” In it are to be found statements like this : 
“When anyone is stupid, says M. Rochefort, they remain so for a 
long time, and the asylum physicians are dry fruits, for the most 
part incapable of earning their bread in the city. Such is, however, 
the power of their association, that men in high places refuse to 
serve for fear of putting themselves in the hands of the alienist phy¬ 
sicians.” . . . “ This sequestromania will only end when the alienists 
are obliged to pay heavy damages for false imprisonment.” In 
another, headed “ La Monomanie de Persdcution,” it is stated that 
“ the Estoret crime has made everybody indignant, but when it is 
learned what occurs in the asylums which Europe envies France, 
the world will recoil with horror and fright.” It may also be said 
that the author is far from coherent in his ideas. With such 
pamphlets filling the book-stands, it is scarcely astonishing that Dr. 
Foville should vent his indignation in some manner, and this he 
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seems to have done by denouncing the American Association for 
the Protection of the Insane, ignorant, in so doing, that he is 
denouncing more than one estimable superintendent. He cannot 
with justice hold that Association accountable for the productions 
of the author of the present pamphlets. 

J. G. Kiernan. 

Infant Diet. By A. Jacobi, M.D. Revised, enlarged, and 
adapted to popular use by Mary Putnam Jacobi, M.D. New 
York : G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1875. 

The subject of infant feeding is one of the most important 
questions that can come before the physician for settlement. It 
is likewise a most unsatisfactory problem to solve, as is shown by 
the fact that thousands of children die annually from diseases of 
malnutrition, the result of improper food. So many writers have 
dealt with this subject empirically that we are glad to note that 
the present author has approached the question from a physio¬ 
logical and philosophical stand-point. It is by this method, if 
ever, that we may hope eventually to arrive at more truth than 
we now possess in relation to this perplexing question. 


H. D. C. 



